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There are many benefits to higher 
learning.  But… the #1 reason for 
enrollment is career advancement.

There is no close second.

Market Realities: 
Smaller privates under 
increasing market pressure

Shrinking traditional student 
population

Preparation and 
branding for student 
post grad outcomes are
the new mandates.

Proliferation of education 
options

The ROI generation



Smaller independents 
are ideally positioned

• Smaller privates are uniquely positioned for 
new wave of learner expectations

• Compatibility of learning-work integration and 
broad education 

• Strategy pivot rather than reinvention



The power of 
collective action 
in student 
outcomes

Consortia approach – 
scale with 

differentiation

Cost effective 
value innovation

Collective work = 
school brand 

activation



• Concierge Candidate Search

• Michigan Campus Community 
Challenge

• Cooperative Learning 
Collaborative

• Virtual Executive-in-Residence

• Professional Distinction 
Certifications

• Google Course Sharing 
Initiative

• Harvard Business School 
Blended Learning 
Collaboration

• Digital Badge in Critical 
Thinking

• Faculty Project Consulting

Sample MCA Student 
Outcome Initiatives



The Members of 
Michigan Colleges Alliance



• Brings it all together in one branded 
platform

• One-stop access for employers 
(relationship-driven)

• Career preparation and connectivity 
hub for students 

• Engagement and career entrée for 
graduates

micareerconnect.com

adrian.micareerconnect.com

https://micareerconnect.com/
https://adrian.micareerconnect.com/


The Value Add of 
Michigan Career Connect

Collective visibility and 
branding

Post graduate success

Enrollment marketing

Alumni relations



75Years

32 MEMBER CAMPUSES

OVER 70,000 STUDENTS

FOUNDED IN 1950

300+ IN-DEMAND MAJORS





WHAT IS 

• Free online 
career-readiness 
experience for 
OFIC member 
campus students 
including videos, 
articles, 
interactive 
elements

• Based on NACE 8 
career compet-
encies employers 
seek and value 
when filling open 
positions, 
including 
internships

• Designed to be 
taken at a self 
pace or as part 
of a course

• Participate in all 
8 modules or 
select which one 
fits student or 
coursework



CAREER-READY

Talente

d

U

• Use skills learned 
when interviewing

• Showcase badge 
on LinkedIn & 
resume

• Receive a digital 
Credly Badge for 
each module 
completed or one 
Pathways Badge 
for completing 8!

Students Faculty/Staff
• Consistent 

career readiness 
materials avail-
able at the ready!

• Enhanced 
professional 
development 
for students

WHY 







Scan to learn more!

Bill Spiker
President, OFIC
spiker@ofic.org
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Thoughtful 

Collaboration to Build 

Student Success

www.acifund.org
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Founding

How and when was ACI founded?

• ACI, a not-for-profit membership organization, was 
founded in 1952 by a group of Illinois private colleges, 
with the purpose of:

“…strengthening the state’s critical network of private 
liberal arts colleges by tapping new sources of support 

for independent higher education.” 

• Our members include 21 independent higher education 
institutions in Illinois,10 of which are founding members. 
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Thank you!

April Arnold, CFRE

Executive Director
Associated Colleges of Illinois
70 East Lake Street, Suite 1418
Chicago, Illinois 60601

O: 312-263-2391, ext. 1
C: 312-246-7513

aarnold@acifund.org | https://acifund.org
Support ACI: www.acifund.org/giving



Q&A



Thank you for attending this session!
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